FULL DETAILS: How To Retro-Fit The AL-KO Sens-A-Brakes

(Putting The FUN
back into
trailerboating ! )
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Durahub Secrets..

Introducing a reader advice spread concerning the very
contentious issue of trailer wheel bearing “oilers”. Some
people swear by them, others swear at ‘em. The jury is still out
on the sets we have installed in F&B’s various rigs in 2007/8 -
but they are all still working perfectly. What has impressed us
so much with the Durahubs shown here, is the attention the
maker has given to installing them properly; no doubt this is a
huge part of the secret in having them work for years.

The ‘Standard’ 52mm Size

Installing The Durahub
System

Ensure the sizes of the axle and the rear seal are
correctly matched. There are two different rear
oil seal sizes included in the Durahub Installation
Kit (Holden® and Ford®).

These are the two most common rear seals for shafis.
If your shaft size is different to the seals included in the
kit, ensure that the correct oil seal size is used. It must
have a metal casing and a spring garter.
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2. Disassemble hub and wash ALL parts thoroughly
(including the hub) with degreaser ensuring ALL traces of
grease are removed.

3. Ensure that ALL parts are in good working order. If
any parts have signs of rust or damage, replace the
affected parts before continuing the installation process.

4. Inspect the finish quality on the shaft. Ensure that it
is smooth by running your fingernail along the shaft to
ensure there are no machining grooves (Pic A). If there
are machining grooves, please proceed to step 5. If the
finish quality on the axle is smooth, please proceed to
step 6.

5. Take AA-80 Emery Tape and tear lengthwise into two
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After seven years of duty under two big boats, F&B
recently gave our tri-axle aluminium trailer & major
overhaul as we prepared it for another season of hard
yakka under the 8.2m ally cruiser “Far-Away”.

Upgrades were primarily aimed around the wheels, as
the tyres were showing signs of perishing (yes, we were

surprised, too) and the rear-most four wheels were rusting
nura Hubs Now Available so badly our local RTA engineer needed them replaced for
the annual rego certificate. In the end, we replaced all 6
Once again, were were rapt to learn the big AL-KO
discs were in A-1 nick, and the callipers just needed
‘Landeruiser’ Dura-hubs so we coud keep an eye on the
bearing grease en route.

- wheels, re-shod them with Kumo tyres - and then got
For ‘La“dCrUIser, stuck into the brakes and bearings.

[ ] stripping and cleaning to get them back to perfect nick too.
Hu hs earl “ s The bearings still didn’t need replacing, but they were
| re-packed, and we installed the excellent new

There is no doubt about the durability of this heavy duty
AL-KO gear - really, apart from stripping and cleaning, the
engineers just pulled it all down and put it all back together
again, complete with the new Durahubs.
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